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SOLUTION OF MIXED BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEMS BY

INTEGRAL EQUATIONS AND METHODS OF WEIGHTED
RESIDUALS WITH APPLICATION TO HEAT CONDUCTION AND

DIFFUSION-REACTION SYSTEMS*

P. L. MILLSt AND M. P. DUDUKOVICE

Abstract. Integral equation methods are considered as an alternate approach for the solution of mixed

boundary value problems in heat conduction or diffusion with chemical reaction that can be described by

dual or triple series equations. The approach is based upon reduction of the dual or tripe series toa single

ora set of Fredholm integral equations ofthe frst kind whose kernel K (x,y) and forcing function f(x) are

presented in terms of an appropriate infinite series which can be derived from the separation-of-variables

solution. The solution of the integral equation for the unknown function g(y) is obtained by a modified
‘quadrature method which accounts for the presence ofa logarithmic singularity in the kemel for x= y which

is a common occurrence in problems ofthis type. The approach i illustrated by solving selected example

problems involvingeither diffusion and eaction or heat conduction. Comparisons are made o exact solutionswhere available and also to other approximate solutions based upon the method of weighted residuals

(MWR). The results of various numerical experiments suggest that the integral equation approach yields

results of the same or superior accuracy and with an order-of-magnitude less effort than those based upon
MWR.

ey words. integral equations, method of weighted residuals, heat conduction, diffusion, reaction, dual

1, Introduction, Certain types of heat or mass transfer processes which are often

associated with chemical or mechanical engineering analysis can result in mixed
boundary value problems. These problems arise whenever the differential boundary
operator contains a discontinuity due to the specification of two or more different
types of boundary conditions along a common boundary. Some particular applications
which suggest the variety of systems that have recently been examined include: (i)
diffusion and reaction in porous catalyst pellets which have both partial internal and
external wetted surfaces [16}, [18], [32], (35), (371, [421, [51], (ii) diffusion of reactants
to a solid surface which contains a nonuniform distribution of catalyst [30], (iii)

determination ofeffective diffusion coefficients for spherical catalyst pellets by interpre-
tation of either dynamic [10] or steady-state [34] tracer gas response measurements,
(iv) analysis of conduction heat transfer between solids which have partial contact
along a common boundary [11], [43}{45], and (v) fluid mechanical modeling of a
particular type of Stokes flow phenomena [50]. Problems of a similar nature are also
common in other branches of science and engineering such as fracture mechanics [31],

[41], [55] and electrostatics [7], to name a few. Additional references regarding the
origin and application of various other mixed boundary value problems are given by
Kelman [27]

Despite the widespread application and growing interest in mixed boundary value
problems (hereafter represented as mixed BVP) that has developed over the past
eighteen years since the appearance of Sneddon’s monograph [48], no unified method
of solution to the various subclasses of problems, such as dual or triple orthogonal
series and dual or triple integral equations, seems to exist. In the case of mixed BVP

* Received by the editors December 29, 1982, and in final revised form February 6, 1984
+ Corporate Research Laboratory, Monsanto Company, St. Louis, Missouri 63167
+ Chemical Reaction Engineering Laboratory, Department of Chemical Engineering, Washington Uni-

versity, St. Louis, Missouri 63130

1076



SOLUTION OF MIXED BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEMS 1077

which are described by dual or triple orthogonal series, for example, closed-form
expressions for the series coefficients exist only for a few special forms of the series

kernel and modifier (cf. Kelman and Koper [24] for the definition ofthis terminology).

These special cases apply generally to problems defined on semi-infinite domains and
are not applicable to many of the more recent physical application problems cited

above from the chemical or mechanical engineering literature which have been posed
for mainly finite domains. In the few cases where the physical problem is described

by dual orthogonal series which have a closed-form solution, special algorithms such
as those developed by Kelman and co-workers [25], (26], [28] must be applied to obtain
numerical results.

The need to obtain numerical results for various mixed BVP which occur in

chemical and mechanical engineering applications has resulted inanumberof alternateapproaches. These include the application of more or less standard finite difference

methods (16), [30], [32], [42], [45], the artificial interface method (9), [20}{22], and
the least squares method [24], [35]. The least squares method has also been treated as
a subset of the various methods of weighted residuals for mixed BVP described by
dual or triple orthogonal series [38], [39]. The extensive numerical testing of the least

squares method by Kelman and Koper [24] on various dual orthogonal series as well
as the convergence theorems established by Feinerman and Kelman [12] suggest that

this method is perhaps the most reliable one used to date. A comparison of the results
produced by the various weighted residual methods (Galerkin, collocation and least
squares) for a number of dual and triple orthogonal series arising in certain chemical

engineering applications supports this conclusion (38), (39).
A key result of the extensive testing cited above for the least squares method on

diffusion-reaction problems is that rather large linear systems of equations (N= 100

in some cases) must be solved before an accurate approximation to the dual or triple

orthogonal series coefficients is obtained. Although very good approximations for
certain problems has been demonstrated for small values of N, for example, N10

(cf. Kelman (24), (27}), more precise results for a quantity, such as a flux evaluated at
the boundary for small values of the series discontinuity c on the interval 0=x=1,

often require larger values of N.

Our recent growing interest in development of an alternate approach for solving
some particular dual orthogonal series for diffusion-reaction systems as a means of
verifying the results obtained by the least squares method has been one motivation for
the present study. This approach is based upon reduction of the dual orthogonal series

toa single integral equation ofthe first kind whose solution may be obtained numerically

by application of a quadrature technique. The success of the method relies upon

summation of the particular kernel series which arises in each application to a suitable
closed-form. It is especially worth noting that these kernel series are not the type

encountered in classic dual orthogonal series. This is because they contain certain key
dimensionless groups which appear in the kernel series as a result of reaction source
terms or the specification of mixed Dirichlet, Neumann, or Robin type boundary

conditions. Evidence is given, based upon the results of several example problems
each of which has a physical significance, that this integral equation approach is

capable ofyielding more accurate results with less computational effort when compared

to the method of weighted residuals. The merits of using this approach for the solution
of triple orthogonal series is also given. The possibilities for implementation of the
methods on smaller computing devices such as hand programmable calculators or
microprocessors which has already been performed previously for the least squares

method [24] are suggested.
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2. Formulation of the problem and integral equations. The example problems to

be treated later in the paper are based generally upon a transport equation which has
the following form:

Qn Vu-cu=0 inD

where D is a region enclosed by the smooth boundary and

(2.2) aD=¥ aD,
is used to represent the boundary along which the mixed or discontinuous boundary

conditions occur. The parameter m may assume values of either m=2 or m=3,
corresponding to dual or triple orthogonal series respectively. The parameter c may

be assigned zero, positive, or imaginary values. Laplace’s equation is obtained for c= 0
which is commonly used to describe steady-state diffusion of heat or mass in isotropic

media. The case where c is imaginary yields the Helmholtz equation where |c| represents
the wave number. The case! where c>0 is the one which is commonly encountered
in the theory of diffusion and reaction and is used to describe the concentration of a

species which disappears by a first-order reaction at any location in D of a catalyst.

‘The quantity w typically is used to denote an appropriately defined dimensionless
quantity such as a dimensionless temperature w= T/T, in the case of heat conduction,
or a dimensionless concentration u=C/C, in the case of mass transfer or reaction.

The subscript 6 denotes bulk conditions such as those conditions encountered in the
absence of any finite heat or mass transport resistance which otherwise might exist on

the boundary aD.

The mixed or discontinuous boundary conditions which are commonly encoun-
tered in applications involving equation (2.1) are assumed in this work to consist of

a combination of Dirichlet, Neumann, or Robin boundary conditions which can be
represented in general as:

23) Aw+ y=, on aD,
‘an

The parameters A,, vj and w, are related to certain physical quantities and are defined
‘on (0, 00) with each having a different value, some possibly zero, on each @D, Details

of the meaning of these various parameters and their physical significance is omitted

for brevity but can be obtained by the interested reader in monographs such as those
of Ozisik [40] for heat conduction, or Aris [2] for diffusion-reaction, to name a few.

Specific examples of (2.1) and the associated mixed boundary conditions expressed
by (2.3) for the case of dual orthogonal series are given by Kelman [20], Collins (6),

and Mills and Dudukovié (37] corresponding to c=0, c= ia, and ¢>0 as described
above.

The approach used by Kelman and Koper [24] in applying the least squares

method to dual orthogonal series, and the present authors for both dual [38] or triple

[36], [39] orthogonal series when using one of the methods of weighted residuals, is
to utilize the form of the solution which satisfies the partial differential equation (2.1)

and all but the mixed boundary conditions (2.3). Such a form can often be found by

analytical methods such as separation-of-variables and can be represented by an infinite

"The appropriate designation of (2.1) for this case has been the subject of some debate [29]. Our

preference is to denote it asa form ofthe generalized Emden-Fowler equation as given in Mehta and Aris
(33, p. 612}, where the choice of flu)=u is made.
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series written generally as

(2.4) CE 0)= E aaXaln)Wal 6)
where X,() and w,(€) are the eigenfunctions associated with the solution u in
dimensionless (usually) coordinates (n, £). The a, are the dual or triple orthogonal
series coefficients and are the unknowns to be determined. Application of the mixed
boundary conditions given by equation (2.3) to equation (2.4) leads to the following
set of either dual (m =2) of triple (m=3) orthogonal series which must be solved for
the a,:

(2) E datnthalE)=H(E)s §-1<E<E j= 1m

In terms of the nomenclature suggested in [24], w,(€) is the series kernels, f(€) are
the prescribed functions on @D, while the ,; are the series modifiers. For the case
outlined above, these are obtained by evaluation of X,(n) and its derivatives as

indicated by (2.3) for the appropriate values of 7 along the boundary aD. Appropriate
dimensionalization of £ ensures that £=0 and &,, =1 so that the series kernel w,(£)
is orthogonal over (0, 1) with respect to some weighting function w(é), but not over
a subinterval (g,, &), in general.

Formation of the residual ¢ from (2.5) followed by defining the appropriate inner
product allows the various methods of weighted residuals (Galerkin, collocation, and

least squares) to be applied. The development of the final set of working equations
for these methods is given elsewhere [24], [38], to which the interested reader is referred

for details. All of the methods lead to the following infinite system of algebraic equations
whose unknowns are the series coefficient aj:

(2.6) LaAy=Fy 7=0,1,-++, 00.i
Expressions for the inner products and matrix elements Ay and F, for each method
are summarized in Table | for reference. Closed-form expressions for the Ay and F,
can be usually obtained by performing a piecewise integration over (£o, gm). These

have been tabulated for a variety of trigonometric series kernels, such as cos nax and

sin nzx and Legendre polynomials P,(cos @) [27], [38], [39]. Computer software pack-
ages which apply the least squares method [13] or, more generally, one of the methods
of weighted residuals (Galerkin, collocation, or least squares), to a user specified series

kernel and series modifier [38], [39] are also available. This latter software package
was used by the present authors to obtain some of the example problem results which

are given later in the paper.

Tame 1

Summary of matrix expression for MWR.

a aLeast squares 9a, 0"° j WCE) ra Benp(EWE) AE jf WEE) Mhi ENE) AE
Galerkin ke, (OO) j * weptEG (6) dE J * wl) (E(€) aECollocation Ke, w(6)8(E-&)) “ Hui) KE)
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‘An alternate approach, which is the one of prime interest in this paper, is to
convert the dual or triple series expressed by (2.5) to a single or set of ‘integral equations,
respectively. The development given below corresponds specifically to dual series
equations with treatment of triple series being similar. Returning to equation (2.5), it
is assumed that one of the series corresponding to a particular value ofj can be
‘extended into the remaining interval denoted by index k by introduction of an unknown
function gi(€) (to be determined) as illustrated below:

s Gr G1<8<b21 eannpite {50 &en Zeta), bei<é<by K= 12 kAD
Formation of the inner product (¥,(£), Wa(€)) over (£0, 2) yields the following Fred-
holm integral equation for the unknown function ACH

a

(28) J Ky(é a6) d=fl) hy)
The appropriate integral equation kernel Ky(é, €') and forcing function Ay(€) are
expressed as infinite series composed of the series kernel y,(¢) and series modifiers
ty and jy as shown below:

nits )n(€)29) Kyl6 6) = YeaeWEED FTE WRe) de

6(2.10) hy) = j GENK& €) aE.en
‘The dual orthogonal series coefficients a, can be obtained from the following, relation
provided that the integral equation expressed by (2.8) can be solved to yield gx(é):

eu all’ » ag f° ae(2.11 Gn =—FE Gb de. (En€ aes BCE) Un E) aEPo207s
3. Limitations of integral equation methods. The basic notions of solving dual or

triple orthogonal series by continuationofone of the series into the remaining portion
of the interval by introduction of an unknown function is outlined by Sneddon [48].
This approach often relies upon an ingenious selection for the form ofthe continuation
function g,(é) so that the resulting kernel series can be summed to a closed form and
the integral equation has an exact inverse. Our experience in applying the methods
outlined in Sneddon’s monograph [48] to certain mixed boundary value problems for
finite, two-dimensional domains having discontinuous boundary conditions has shown
that the resulting integral equations are not of the classical type. For these cases,
closed-form inverses are not readily obtained. However, for problems where a separ-
ation-of-variables solution having the form of (2.4) exists, the procedure outlined in
§2 can be applied to yield the Fredholm integral equation given by (2.8). If the kernel
series given by (2.9) can be summed in closed form, of summed numerically to a
specified accuracy by an appropriate series summation acceleration method [46], [47],
[57], then the integral equation can usually be inverted numerically to obtain discrete
solution values for g,(€). Cases where the kernel series cannot be numerically evaluated
to a specified accuracy represent an apparent limitation of the method in its present
form. For these cases, alternate methods such as finite differences, finite elements, or
the method of weighted residuals, as mentioned earlier, must be used.
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Finite element methods, such as those described by Finlayson [15], become
necessary for problems described on irregular geometry or for problems having non-

linear source terms [16], (32]. These situations, among others, represents another
limitation of integral equation methods. A comparison between the finite element

method and integral equation method fora linear operator problem of practical interestin heterogeneous catalysis [30] has shown that the integral equation is more efficient.
Most of the applications cited previously, including the example problems intro-

duced in a later section, represent two-dimensional engineering type problems that

have practical applications and a physical significance. These problems, including
others not cited here for brevity, often involve regular geometry and linear operators

having separation-of-variables solutions so that the integral equation method as out-

lined here can be applied. Extension to three dimensional problems is possible also
but has not been studied in detail.

4, Solution of the integral equation. The integral equation given by equation (2.8)has been solved in the current work by a quadrature method and found to give reliable

results. Limitations of this method and potential problems associated with solving

Fredholm integral equations of the first kind are well known (3), [19] and have been
the subject of a recent symposium [49] so that they will not be mentioned here. Various

quadrature rules, such as trapezoidal, Simpson's, and Gaussian quadrature, have been

incorporated into our integral equation computer software for comparison of perform-
ance, Numerical studies reported in the first example given in § 5 show that the error
between the exact and numerical values for the dual series coefficients decreases when

more accurate quadrature rules are applied. This generally agrees with results given
by Baker (3).

A fairly common feature is that the kernel expression often contains a logarithmic
singularity at x= y. Either quadrature rules designed for integrals with a logarithmic
singularity can be used as described in Davis and Rabinowitz 8],ormodified quadrature[3], [19] can be used. For the latter method, the following system of linear equations
are obtained whose unknowns are the integral equation solution values gi(m) at the
quadrature abscissas &,:

(4.1) YS. Brake=ln 2 =1,2,00°,N
where

(420) afe 3 tmKiy(
Em Em)» = IM,

WK Em Ems n#m,

(4.2b) n= Si En) — hy (En)
ra

(4.2c) AlEn) = i Kulm &') dé’.
The quadrature indicated by (4.2c) represents an integrated form of the kernel. This
has been performed in closed form for the example problems treated in the next section

and must be treated on a problem-to-problem basis. Additional aspects related to the

properties that the kernel Ky(é é') and solution gx(£) should possess for modified
quadrature to apply are discussed in the above cited references and are omitted here
for brevity.
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5. Numerical examples. In this section and § 6, two example problems are now

considered that are typical of mixed boundary value problems in chemical engineering
that lead to dual orthogonal series. The basic objective isto illustrate the application
of both the method of weighted residuals and the integral equation method to these
problems and determine some measure of their performance by comparison of numeri-

cal results for a few key parameters ofinterest.
Example 1. Heat conduction in a partially insulated plate. The first problem con-

siders heat conduction in a semi-infinite plate. The faces at x*=/ and at y*->co are
maintained at a prescribed temperature T= T. The lower edge at y* = 0 is maintained
ata prescribed surface temperature T = T, for 0x* <c* ands insulated for c*<x"5
1. The line of symmetry is at x*=0. If heat generation is absent and the plate is
isotropic, then setting c=0 in (2.1) gives the Laplace or potential equation from which
the steady-state temperature profile in the plate can be obtained.

‘The governing equation and associated boundary conditions are given below in
terms of the dimensionless temperature difference 6 = (T—T)/(T,~ Ts), dimension-
less coordinates x= y*/L, y=-7y*/, and dimensionless discontinuity ¢= mc*/:

#0, #0

5.1 oo he0,6) ax ay

ae2) =0, a0, yo,(5.2) x=0, 50, yE0,

(53) x=, 020, yz0,

(54a) O=1,  0sx<«

=0(5.40) 770) 00, ccxem
ay

(55) lim {0}=0,  0sxsm

A solution which satisfies (5.1) and the boundary conditions given by (5.2), (5.3)
and (5.5) is:

2 1

(5.6) (x,y)= Dba ei"? cos [(n +4):}
Application of the mixed boundary conditions (5.4a) and (5.4b) and defining a new
set of coefficients a, =b,(n+1/2) leads to the following dual series equations for
determination of the series coefficients a4:

(57a) F —*<c08|(n+4)x]=1,  osx<*

eon t1/2 2)*J>e 6

2 P(5.76) E a, cos [(n+4)x]=0 céxsm
‘These dual series contain one of the simplest forms for the series modifier encountered

in various applications and possess a closed-form solution for the series coefficients.
This example provides, therefore, an important benchmark since a direct comparison
can be made between results produced by the closed-form solution and both the least
squares and integral equation methods
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The dual-series given by (5.7a) and (5.7b) can be reduced toa single integral equation
by following the procedure outlined in § 2. The final result is

(38) jf K(x yaa) ax=F,
where the kernel K(x, ») is given by the following infinite series which can be readily

summed using a result given by Gradshteyn and Ryzhik [17, eq. 1.442-2]:

_ © cos {(n +1/2)x]cos [(n +1/2)9]Kisy)=
2) n+l/2(5.9)

alin l= (x/2) +08 {yf2°" Joos (x/2)=cos (»/2)

The kernel becomes singular as x+y, so that determination of g(x) by modified
quadrature requires evaluation of (4.2c). The final result is

‘ ce c+(5.10) a= K(x,y) a(S2) (Z)),o
where the functionf is given by [52, p. 149, eq. 16]:

_ & sin[(2n+1)z]Se)=3 2n+l

ip(5.11) -4/ In(tan3) dy
weinz-24 §eZET pstmt gle2 kokepE ™

The B,,, in the usual notation, denotes the Bernoulli numbers of order 2k.

Stretched coordinates w = x/c and & = y/c are introduced in the above formulas
for K(x,y) and A(y) so that the interval of integration conveniently spans (0, 1). Oncethe g(cw,) are determined, the a, are evaluated from the following expression for the
series coefficients a, using Filon quadrature [8], [14]:

sm a=2{' goa (ne!)s] ac
A closed-form solution for the dual-series coefficients a, has been obtained by

Tranter using two alternate approaches [53], [54]. Setting f(x) = I and using the simpler
approach [54] yields the following closed-form expression for the dual series coefficients
a4:

P,(cos e)zr I Kcatipy? MarteG13) *K(cos' (6/2) "

where P,(cos c) and K(cos* c/2) refer to the Legendre polynomials of order n and
complete elliptic integral of the first kind, respectively.

Figure 1 shows a comparison between the dimensionless temperature profile

calculated by both the exact solution, integral equation method, and the least squares

method for c= 7/180 and y= m for 0x5 =. Little improvement in the least squares
approximation is obtained as the number of terms N is increased from N=5 to
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The same comparison is made in Fig. 2 between the exact solution and the integral

equation method outlined above for additional values of y. The agreement between
results was within 3-4 significant digits so that the differences cannot be detected on
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the figure. This represents a significant improvement when compared to the least

squares results given on the previous figure. The approximate integral equation results
were obtained using N = 10 Gaussian quadrature points so that the amount of computa-
tional effort, when compared to the least squares method at N = 150, was significantly

less and can be readily performed on a microcomputer.

Table 2 gives a comparison between numerical values for the dual series coefficients
calculated by the integral equation method, the least square method, and the exact
solution for c= 7/180. For comparison purposes, trapezoidal, Simpson's }, and
Gaussian quadrature rules with N=9 quadrature points were used for the integral
equation method. The least square results, obtained using a matrix size of N = 150,
still deviate significantly from the exact solution as indicated earlier in Fig. 1. The

integral equation results are always in good agreement with the exact solution, irrespec-

tive of the quadrature rule used. Further reduction in the error between the exact
solution and integral equation results is obtained for the more accurate quadrature

rules. Results obtained using the Gaussian quadrature rule have the least error among
those tested which agrees with those reported by Baker [3]. This indicates that it is

not the accuracy of the quadrature rule, but the nature of the integral equation approach
that is most significant.

Tapte 2

Dual-series coeficients a, calculated by various methods for ¢= 7/180.

Integral equation method (N =9)

Leastsquares Exact
‘trapezoidal Simpson’s}_—Gaussian method (N=150) solution

° 0.152369 0.163612 0.163058 0.330007 x10"! 0.163191 0.152346 0.163586 0.163034 0.201636%10-! 0.16317
2 0.152301 0.163535 0.162985 0.175939 10"! 0.163123 0.152232 0.163458 0.162911 0.164900 x10"! 0.163044 0.152140 0.163385 0.162813 0.158740 x10" 0.16294s 0.152026 0.163227 0.162650 0.134792 10"! 0.162826 0.151888 0.163073, 0.162543 0.152030 %10-! 0.16267

7 0.151728 0.162898 0.162371 0.149975 x10! 0.16250

8 o.1sisas 0.162690 o.162i75 0.148374 10-" 0.16230

9 0.151339 0.162459 0.161954 0.187079 x10" 0.16207

6. Example 2. Catalyst effectiveness factor in spherical ink-bottle pores. The

second example is adopted from the investigation of Chu and Chon [5] which dealt with
the geometry of catalyst pores and its effect on catalyst performance. The present case
considers the problem of diffusion and surface reaction in a spherical ink-bottle pore
whose surface is maintained at concentration C, for 05 <a but undergoes first-order

surface reaction r,=k,C, for a<0 7. The validty of assuming spherical geometry

versus one having an irregular shape represents an idealization, but experimental data

obtained by Broekhoff and De Boer [4] were satisfactorily interpreted using this
geometry as a basis. More recent applications involving zeolite or related cage-type

Porous materials also support this assumption. With this supporting evidence, the

governing equation and associated boundary conditions are:

a( sau) 1 af. au)
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(62a) p=0,  pritao,
ap

(6.2b) u=l, 050<a,
pat d usd, <(6.2¢) Da ap t=O @<0S%,

(6.24) o=0,7, 420, ospsi.20

‘The parameter Da refers to the Damkdhler number [2] and is given by Da=k,R/D,

where k, is the reaction rate constant, R is the pellet radius, and D, is the effective
diffusivity.

Solving (6.1) subject to the boundary condition given by (6.2a) and (6.24) gives
the following solution for the dimensionless concentration u=C/C,:

(63) u(p,0)= 5 a,p"P,(cos8)
where P,(cos 6) are the Legendre polynomials. Application of (6.2b) and (6.2c) lead

to the following dual Legendre series:

(64a)  a,P,(cos 8)=1,  050<a,

S n6.40) a,(1+)P,(cos @)=0,  a<O5m,(6.40) a -( +2) (cos )=0, a<0.
These dual Legendre series can be converted to dual cosine series using Mehler's

formula for the Legendre polynomials (17, eq. 8.913] followed by inversion of the
resulting Abel integral equations. The final results are:

©, ata ( 1) J (x(65a) Ett cos nt5)x]=pge0s(5), OSx<a,
2 1(6.5b) r b,cos[(n-+4)x], a<xSa,

where the a, and 6, are related by the following expression:

_)

Ltn/Da(66) by a

Integration of (6.5a) over (0,x) and following the procedure outlined in § 2 leads tothe following Fredholm integral equation of the first kind:

(6.7) f K(xy)a(»)dy=f(x)
where the kernel K(x, y) and forcing function f(x) are given by

(68a) K(x,y)=S(Da,x-y)+5(Da, x+y)
Qn, (x(6.8) Six) =F sin (2).
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The function S introduced in equation (6.8a) is given by the following Fourier series:

& sin [(n+1/2)z]9) = 5 Salty] .
Tolstov's method [52] can be followed to obtain a formula for S(a,z) where the
remainder is O(n~*) which is suitable for numerical evaluation to a specified accuracy.

‘The quantity of interest is the catalyst effectiveness factor [2], [5] which is defined

as the ratio of the actual rate of reaction occurring on the surface of the active pore
area to the rate of reaction that would exist if the pore surface was maintained at the
surface concentration C,, The actual rate of reaction can be evaluated by integration

of the flux or by integration of the concentration profile as shown below where the

subscripts f and c are used to distinguish between the two expressions:

1 * aw
=-—1 __ |" sin oao

1 feo6.10) = Daan 2, te! Pa(x) dx(6.10) Darter Bf )
Le, anti

=Seay Lb(Pai(c0s a) —cos aP,(cos a},21 Fe0s a) Ey Pn Dal Pani(o0s a) —008 aPa(c0s a]
tot

1 “ats! u(1, 6) sin 60
tos poe6.11 -_1_ Sa(6.1) Treo of Pa(x)dx

bo, Da, _2ntt
aS Pa cos Py |.3 ta gon a) 2 Pata ray Pasi(608 a) £08 aa (20s a)

The results reported below are based upon summation (6.11) using the first 100 terms

since numerical experiments showed that the calculated effectiveness factors were

unaffected within 4 significant digits when additional terms were used. Equation (6.11)
is preferred over equation (6.10) since the series coefficients decrease by the additional
factor of n~'. The dual series coefficients b, were calculated from the calculated values

for g(y) by application of Filon quadrature [14] to the following equation which
follows from (6.5b):

2[° r(6.12) bo=Z |, g(r) cos| (m+5)y| dy.
A comparison between effectiveness factor values calculated by both the integral

equation method and the method of weighted residuals for a = 7/180 and Da= 0.005

is given in Fig. 3. For the integral equation method, the number of quadrature points
was varied between 2 to 18 (ordinate values corresponding to the secondary x-axis),
while the matrix size N was varied between 5 to 150 for the method of weighted

residuals (ordinate values corresponding to the primary x-axis). Numerical values
obtained at the smallest and largest matrix sizes for each method are also given on
the figure for comparison. The Galerkin method yields results substantially below those

for the other methods. The results for the least squares method decrease by only 0.001

in absolute magnitude as the matrix size N is increased from 5 to 150 and overestimate
the results produced by the integral equation and collocation methods. The results
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Fio. 3. Comparison between effectiveness factor values calculated by various methods asa function ofthe

‘matrix size for an aperture angle a= 7/180.

produced by these latter two methods differ by only 0.056 which is small when compared
to the others. For the collocation method, a matrix size N = 137 was necessary before
a collocation point occurred in the range between 0 to 77/180 corresponding to the
range of the first dual series given by equation (6.5a). Considering that only a few
collocation points occur over the range 0 to 77/180 at N= 150, the ordinary collocation
method appears to converge toward the integral equation results. Values for this latter
method are relatively constant for N=4 which represents a significant reduction in
the linear system of equations when compared to N = 150. Chu and Chon [5] used
the Galerkin method and a matrix size of N =48 at this aperture angle which, in view

of the above results, explains their unreasonably low values for the effectiveness factor
in Fig. | of their original publication.

The results obtained by repeating the above exercise at a larger aperture angle

(a= 1/18) are given in Fig. 4. The agreement between effectiveness factors calculated
by the various methods represents a significant improvement when compared to the
results given in Fig. 3. An interesting observation which applies to both Figs. 3 and 4
is that effectiveness factors calculated by the integral equations, least squares, and
collocation methods decrease with increasing values of N, while those for the Galerkin

‘method increase with increasing values of N. This seems to provide a means ofassigning
‘an upper and lower bounds on the exact value using the results for the integral equation
method and the Galerkin method at the largest matrix size as the basis. For the case
where a = 77/18, these bounds would be 0.9078-0.9150. The assessment of the effective-
ness factor with this accuracy is more than sufficient for chemical engineering applica-

tions. The validity ofthe above bounds has not yet been rigorously established, however,
and should be viewed as a semi-empirical result.

Application of the collocation method as described above uses collocation points

6, in the interval 05 0 z that are roots ofthe series kernel, namely, Py..1(¢os @,) = 0

for i=0,1,-++, N—1 where N is the number of collocation points. This method for
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choosing the collocation points becomes unsuitable when the discontinuity angle
approaches one of the interval end points because the smaller portion of the entire

interval will not contain a sufficient number of abscissas to yield a satisfactory approxi-
mation, The use offinite-element collocation [15] would divide the interval (0, ) into
NE subintervals, with each subinterval containing N~2 interior collocation points.
In its simplest form for dual series, the interval (0, ) could be divided into two
subintervals, with the first one being defined over (0, a) and the second one over
(a, 77). This approach should give superior results when compared to ordinary colloca-
tion over the entire interval, but the necessary development as applied to dual series
equations lies outside the scope of the current work.

7. Conclusions. An alternate method for solution of dual and triple series

equations has been proposed which is based upon reduction of the series to a Fredholm
integral equation of the first kind. This equation is solved by a numerical quadrature
method since closed-form inverses are not readily obtained or available for many

problems involving practical applications.
The proposed method has been used to solve the example problems selected from

applications in heat conduction and diffusion with reaction. An exact solution was
available for the first example and was used for comparison to the least squares and

integral equation method. It was shown that the proposed integral equation method
produced results that were in good agreement with the exact solution, while those
obtained by the least squares method had significant error. Similar behavior was found
foramore difficult example where closed-form solutions cannot be obtained by current
methods, For this example, results obtained by both the integral equation method and
MWR were in better agreement for larger values of the boundary discontinuity which
is typical for these and related problems examined so far.

The results of various numerical experiments suggest that the integral equation

‘method requires the solution of a much smaller system of linear equations in comparison
to MWR to achieve the same result. It was shown by the various examples that the
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integral equation method yields infinite series for the kernel and forcing function whose
translation to a closed-form must be treated on a problem-to-problem basis. Application

of MWR to a given problem requires less effort by comparison, especially once
generalized computer software is prepared.
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